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ITI V. III. 9. 
Holding the Myſtery of the Faith in a 


pure Conſcience. 


LL the uſe I deſign to make of 

theſe words is to introduce a Diſ- 

courſe upon the Subject of the A. 

thanaſian Creed. It is appointed 

by our Church to be read ſeveral times in the 

Year, and amongſt the reſt on Trinity- Sun- 

dy; it contains an excellent Summary of the 

Chriſtian Faith, concerning the Trinity of Per- 

ſons in the Godhead, and the Incarnation of 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and therefore ſhould 

not be repeated without underſtanding ; and 
lome Perſons are apt to expreſs a Diſlike of 

it, tho they pretend to believe the Doctrines 

vhich it contains: Upon all which Accounts 

it cannot be improper to make ſome Obſer- 

ations upon it, partly to vindicate its ule, 

and partly to explain its meaning. 

lc is no wonder that men who Diabelieve 

both the Doctrine of the Trinity, and the In- 

A 2 carnation 
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carnation. of the Son of God, ſhould trez 
this Expoſition of theſe Doctrines with Co 
tempt and Scorn. Tho this may be no ve 
decent Part with reſpect to others, it is ho, 
ever, a conſiſtent one with regard to themſelye 
as it is agreeable to their own Principles, B 
with ſuch men as theſe at preſent I have n 
Concern; for be it remembered, that 1 2 
not now to prove the Truth of theſe De 
ctrines, but the Expediency of this Creed; an 
the Debate is with Such only, as believe 
Scripture to be the word of God, and that t 
Creed contains nothing in general that is cot 
trary to it, but yet upon other accounts a 
pear to diſlike it. The proper Enquiry ther 
fore is, whether this*Diſlike be founded 
Reaſon? 

Now the Exceptions of aun men. as.thel 
againſt this ancient Expoſition of the Cath 
lick Faith, may, I belieye, be reduced to Twi 
the Firſt whereof pretends that it is unntell 
gible, ſo that People, at leaſt common Peopl 
cannot underſtand it; and the Second, that 
is uncharitable, as it excludes every man frot 
Salvation, who does not believe faithfully 
the abſtruſe Points of this Creed. 

With regard to the firſt Article, the Diffcu 


155 of nnn the Athanaſian *. 
oug 


3 


To & 


delt indeed in Equity to be ſuppoſed, that 
bey who make this Complaint, have no neg- 
ence to charge themſelves withal in this Af. 
. When a man complains that he cannot 
derſtand a Compoſition, the very Complaint 
zms to imply that he has conſidered it, and 
wdeavourd to underſtand it. For otherwiſe 
e Fault may be owing, not to the Compo- 
jon, but to his own neglect. It ſhould there. 
te be preſumed, that when Perſons complain 
ut they don't underſtand this Creed, they 
able to acquit themſelves of all Blame, or 
picion of negligence in the Caſe. And yet 
chaps if we were to enquire of one of theſe 
omplainers, it would not be eaſy for him to 
let, that ever in his whole Life, he ſe- 
vully fate down for one half hour, to ſtudy 
nd conſider it. But if he aſſerts that he has 
urly conſider d it, and yet is not able to un- 
altand it, we muſt go farther, and examin 
tether there be not ſtill ſome miſtake at the 
ottom. | | | 
for it is carefully to be obſerved, that there 
a great Difference between underſtanding 
lt meaning of the Creed, or the Doctrine 
Nich it ſets forth; and comprehending the 
ung itſelf, or the Myſtery, to which this 
tine relates. It is eaſy enough, for in- 
ſtafice, 


( 6] 


ſtance, to underſtand the Catholick Faith, 
underſtand the orthodox Doctrine, concerni 
the Trinity, which the Scripture teaches, 2 
the Church has always received: But it i; 
far from being eaſy, that it is impoſſible 
comprehend the Myſtexy of the Trinity itſc 
or to conceive the manner. how three Perf 
are one God, or how the one God ſubſifts 
three Perſons. And it may happen, by n 
attending to this Diſtinction, and thro a lit 
Confuſion of Ideas, that a man may imag 
he does not underſtand: the Doctrine of 
Creed, only becauſe. he does not underſtand . 
Myſtery of the Trinity. This latter, tis q 
tain, is above his underſtanding. But is tl 
any Fault of the Creed? Take the Creed ar 
and will he underſtand the Myſtery of the T 
nity one jot the better? Or will any ot 
Creed which the wit of man can deviſe gl 
him a clear Conception of this myſteri 
Truth, and inable a finite Capacity to co 
prehend an infinite Object? But that the me 
ing of the Creed, or the Doctrine which un 
teaches, is not ſo dark and difficult as ſo et 
men ſeem to 'apprehend, or affect to fef 
ſent it, 1 ſhall now ſhew more diſtindtly, 
laying a brief Explication of it before Jou 
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The Two ptincipal Points inculcated in this 
uh are the Doctrines of the Trinity, and 
the Incarnation : That is, It teaches us that 
re are Three Divine Perſons who are the 
de true God, and that one of Theſe, viz. 
e Son was really and truly made Man. It 
got the Buſineſs of Creeds to prove the Truth 
Doctrines; that muſt be determined by 
pture. But the uſe and intent of a Creed 
to put a Form af ſound words into the months 
f Chriſtians, that they may be able to make 
proper Confeſſion of their Faith; and alſo 
guard and ſecure. that Faith againſt: the 
tices and Evaſions of Hereticks. Suppoſing 
refore the Truth of theſe Doctrines, and 
ting that upon the Authority of Scripture, 
(reed before us begins with ſhewing their 
urtance, or the neceſſity there is that every 
titian ſnould believe them. “ Whoſoever 
vill be ſaved; Before all things it is neceſ- 
ary that he hold the Catholick Faith. Which 
Faith, except every one do keep whole and 
ndefiled, without doubt he ſhall periſh e- 
rlaftingly.”” The want of Charity, which 
charged upon this Introduction, is to be 
Pander d hereafter; at preſent we are con- 
md only with its ſenſe; which can hardly 
render d plainer by a Comment. Every 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian who is deſirous of Salvation, an 
expects it upon the Terms laid down by 1 
ſus Chriſt in his Goſpel, muſt firſt of all, 2 
before all things, embrace and hold faſt u 
Chriſtian Faith ; the Faith which was tavoliihcc 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which was on Ior 
delivered unto the Saints, and which has 
ways, and every where, been received by Hr 
whole Catholick, or univerſal Church. 4. 
one Article of this Faith, an Article of gi: 
Importance, as it nearly affects our Praca 
our Worſhip, and our Prayers, is concernin 
the Doctrine of Three Divine Perſons in t 
unity of the Godhead, in whoſe name we we 
baptized, and to whoſe Service we were th 
devoted. Now with regard to this Point, at 
« Catholick Faith is this, that we worſhip on 
“God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity.” T 
is, maintaining at the ſame time the Dilti 
ction of the Perſons, and the Unity, or Sam 
neſs, of Nature; believing (as our Churdl 
expreſſes it) & that in unity of this Godheal 
«there be three Perſons. of one Subſtance 
ce Power, and Eternity; the . he the Son 
& ang: the wy i 


* 
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* Art. 1. Of Faith in the dc Trinity. 
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US 1 
This is the Doctrine of the Trinity which 

e Catholick Church has always taught; and 
men cou'd have been content with this ſhort 
1d plain Account of it, there wou d have 
een leſs occaſion for the particular Explica- 
onions that follow. But as various Hereticks 
wle, who in diverſe manners attempted to 
' thWorrupt and deprave it, therefore the Creed 
des on more explicitly to guard and ſecure 
t againſt their Corruptions. Some, for in- 
ance, (whoſe names are not worth repeat- 
ni,) held Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to 
e but one Perſon; that it is one and the Same 
erſon who is called by theſe three names; 
id that conſequently the Father and the Holy 
hoſt were made Fleſh, and died for us, as 
on ell 2s the Son. Others again, inſtead of thus 
onfounding the Divine Perſons, ran into a 
ſt ntrary Extreme, and divided the Subſtance ; 


ncetending that the Subſtance, or Nature, of 
cc Father was different from that of the Son, 
oh Wi ſuperior to it; and the Subſtance or Na- 


0c ore of the Son ſuperior to that of the Holy 
| ft.” In oppoſition to both theſe Errors 
te Creed proceeds to inſtruct us to preſerve 
and maintain the Diſtinction of the Three Per- 
%% without confounding them into one Per- 
Tn a and the Unity of Subſtance, without di- 
B viding 


% 


0:1 
viding it into * Subſtances : ec * wo 
founding the Perſons, nor dividing the $f 
« tance; For there is one Perſon of the h 
« ther, another of the San, and another 
«the Holy Ghoſt :* Three diſtinct Perſon 
« But the Godhead” the Nature, Eflence, ( 
Subſtance, „of the Father, of the Son, 21 
« of the Holy Ghoſt is all one; the Glory 
« qual, the Majeſty co-eternal.” To — 
this a little farther, — 

Such as the Father is, Such is the 80 
«and ſuch is Holy Ghoſt,” as to the N 
ture or Eſſence, and in all the eſſential Per 
ctions of the Divine Nature. One of theſe Pe 
fections is abſolutely neceſſary uncreated Ex 
ſence; and in this Perfection the Divine Pt 
ſons are all alike; The Father uncreate, t 
cc Son uncreate, and the Holy Ghoſt 
(e create: None of them Creatures, made ol 
of nothing, or produced into Being by 
Will and Power of another; but all exiſti 
in the ſublimeſt ſenſe of Exiſtence, which 
that of neceſſity of Nature. Another Peri 
ction of the Godhead is Immenſity, or On 
nipreſence; and this the Creed declares, a 
cording to the Latin Original, equally belong 
to Each of the Three Perſons; „The Fat 


* immenſe, or omnipreſent, the Son immenl 
* | 


Eu 
and the Holy Ghoſt immenſe.” For as to 
r Engliſh Tranſlation, Incomprehenſible, tho 
contains a true Propoſition, - yet it does not 


aovey the true meaning of the Creed, unleſs 
ez underſtand by Incomprehenſible, what can- 


thin Bounds. Another Divine Perfection is 
folute and proper Eternity, without Begin- 
ing, and without End; and This again the 
ud aſcribes to Each of the Divine Perſons, 
ithout any Difference or Inequality: The 
Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the 
Holy Ghoſt eternal.” | 
f we keep in mind the Diſtinction between 
ine Subſtance or Nature, and Divine Per- 
n we ſhall not be at a loſs to underſtand 
ut follows, tho perhaps the moſt puzling 
art of the Creed. Each of the Three Perſons 
eternal, (and yet they are not three Eter- 
als; that is, not three different eternal 
bltances, or Natures, which wou'd be three 
emal Gods; But one and the ſame divine 
ul Subſtance is common to them all; and 
nd therefore in this ſenſe they are *but one 
ternal.” It is the ſame thing as to Omni- 
Peſence, and neceſſary Exiſtence; every one 
{ the Divine Perſons exiſts neceſſarily, and 
preſent everywhere; and yet they are not 
B 2 three 


x be comprehended in Space, or included 
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three immenſe, Self. exiſting Subſtances, (. 
again wou d make three Gods,) but mof ir 
mately united in one and the ſame Subſtan, 
which is omnipreſent and uncreated; ang | 
Unity of Subſtance, this Identity of Naw 
makes them to be but one God. In the far 
ſenſe, and upon the ſame account, tho' eye 
one of the three divine Perſons be Almight 
« yet they are not three Almighties, but o 
« Almighty :” Becauſe one and the ſame 0 
nipotence is enjoyed and exerciſed by the 
all. And as each of them has thus the wh 
Divine Nature, and all the Perfections oft 
Nature belonging to Him, it muſt neceſſii i 
follow that Each is truly and properly Ge 
and yet ſince there is, and can be, but one l 
vine Nature, “they ate not three Gods, 
«© one God.* To mention but one partica 
more, — The Father is Lord, the Son Lo 
and the Holy Ghoſt Lord: And yet as ti 
have not three different Dominions, they 1 
c not three Lords, but one Lord; poſſeſſi 
and exerciſing one and the ſame ſupreme ut 
verſal Dominion, the Kingdom that ruleth e 
all. We are obliged by the Chriſtian Veri 
the Truths which are taught in Scripture, 
acknowledge every one of the Divine Perlo 
* to be God and Lord; Becauſe they ate 
WW py” rept 


L481 


reſented in Scriptare ; and have the Titles, 


Whi 
t ine perfections, the Operations, and Worſhip 
tan God, aſcribed and given to them. At the 


ne time we are forbidden by this Religion, 
ad indeed by true natural Religion itſelf,) 


d tl 


fa lay that there are «three Gods, or three 
eye lords: For all true Religion, and right 
iohMcaſon itſelf, aſſures us that there is but one 


xd. If theſe Propoſitions be true, the un- 
idable Conſequence is, that the one God 
fiſts in three Perſons, the ws the Sofl, 
d the Holy Ghoft. 

The Creed having thus taught us s that theſe 
vine Perſons have all the ſame Nature, and - 
e lame eſſential Perfections, proceeds next 
{et forth their Perſonal Diſtinction; ſhew- 
g that the Father is not the Son, nor the 
n the Holy Ghoſt, nor the Holy Ghoſt ei- 
er of the other. The peculiar diſtinctive 
onal Character of the Father is, that he 
wes, God of himſelf; Firſt in order, the 
ad and Fountain of the Deity; . „The Fa- 
er is made of none, or the Father it of 
ne, neither made, nor created, nor Be- 
potten, The Son is diſtinguiſhed by this, 
t He is „of the Father alone; yet not 
ae by him in Time, nor created out of no- 
ng like a Creature; for there neyer was a 
| Time 
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Time when he was not; „But Begotten. 
manner of this eternal Generation we kn{ 
nothing of; but as the Nicene Creed expref 
it, He was © Begotten of his Father before 
ce worlds, God of God, Light of Light, yy 
«God, of very God, Begotten, not made, | 
ce ing of one Subſtance with the Father.” 
Perſonal Character of the Holy Ghoſt is, i 
He „“ is of the Father,” (tho not of the! 
ther alone, but of the Father,) “and of t 
« Son; yet «neither made, nor created, 
« Begotten,” of or by them, but procez 
from them, as the Spirit of Both: The M 
or Manner, of which Proceſſion is aboye « 
Capacities, and conſequently a point web 
no concern with. Theſe Characters then 
ing proper and peculiar to the Divine P 
ſons, to whom they reſpectively belong, ſul 
ciently diſtinguiſh Them from one anotht 
and ſhew that there is one Father, not th 
c Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one H 
« ly Ghoſt, not three Holy Ghoſts.” But! 
this Diſtinction of Perſons ſhould lead us 
ſuſpe&t ſome Difference or Inequality of 
ture, the Ceed inculcates once more, betc 
it leaves the Subject, their Co- equality and ON 
Eternity: In this Trinity none is afore, 
& after other, with regard to Duration; * 


4 to eſſential Dignity ; “But the whole 


pequal.” This Trinity of Perſons in the 


cerning it embraced and held faſt by them, 
Wiicy tender their everlaſting Salvation. «So 
at in all things, as is aforeſaid, the Unity 
Trinity, one God in three Perſons, «and 
e Trinity in Unity, the Trinity of Per- 
z in the Unity of the Divine Nature, “ is 
be worſhipped.” And he that is deſirous 
reſerve himſelf from every dangerous and 


Wink of the Trinity.“ 


Incarnation of the Son of God. To this 
efore the Creed next proceeds, and de- 


Jared long before that whoſoever confeſſetb 


De- 


greater, or leſs than another,” with re- 
Three Perſons are co-eternal together, and 


ty ofthe Godhead is to be adored and wor. 
oped by all Chriſtians, and this Doctrine 


tutive Error as to this point, let him“ thus 


here is another Doctrine which 1s of the - 
dation of Chriſtianity, any Change or Al- 
tion of which affects and alters the very 
ence. of our Religion; and that relates to 


tes that it is neceſſary to everlaſting Sal- 
ation, that we believe rightly the Incarna- 
lon of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” St. John had 


that Feſus Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, 8 a 
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Deceiver and an Antichriſt *, If therefore 

Denial of this Doctrine be, in the Judgme 

of an Apoſtle, a certain Mark of an Antic 

ſtian Spirit, there can be no great Raſh 

in declaring that the Belief of it, upon 

known Terms of the Goſpel, is neceſſary 
Salvation. Now concerning this Point 

« right Faith is th:s, that we believe and 

& feſs, that our Lord-Jeſus Chriſt, the Son 

“God, is both God and Man; God of 

ce Subſtance. of the Father, begotten bek 
| « the worlds; as has been above declar 
te and Man of the Subſtance of his Mother, b 
4 in the world; at the Time, and in the e 
ner, related in the Goſpels. perfect 
c and perfect Man; in oppoſition to the 
Dreams of ſome Hereticks, Some of wh 
believed him to be only a made or non 
God ; while others denied the Reality of 
Body, or.elſe his rational human Soul: A 
Antidote againſt whoſe pernicious Tenets, 
fow the words, — of a reaſonable Soul, 
human Fleſh ſubſiſting; that is, He hai 
human Soul and Body both, as other 1 
have. He is, as God, equal to the Father, 
Nature and eſſential Dignity; but as Man, 


* 
>, o Ä 
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aud mull be, his Inferior. Who altho he 
te God and Man,” and has therefore Two 
tures, yet He is not Two Perſons, or two 
hrilts, as ſome Hereticks have falſely ima» 
ned, “but one Chriſt. One he is, & not by 
Converſion: of the Godhead into Fleſh,” or 
changing God into Man, which is impoſſi- 
«But by taking of the Manhood into 
God ;” aſſuming our human Nature, and u- 
ting it with the Divine: And this altoge- 
er without 4 Confuſion of Subſtance,” that 
without any Mixture of the Divine and Hu- 
un Natures; ſo as to compoſe a+ third Na- 
re out of Both; for the two Natures re- 
uin d diſtinct, cho united in the fame: Per- 
M1: Who is therefore „one altogether, not 
by Confuſion of Subſtance; but by unity of 
beton. There is ſome Reſemblance or I- 
age of this even in our own Frame and Con- 
tution; in which two different Subſtances, 
he Body and the Soul, are united without 
Poafuſion; and yet ſo cloſely and intimately 
nited as te make but one Man: This Uluftra- 
en therefore the Creed gives us by adding, 
ib the reaſonable Soul and Fleſh is one Man, 
o God and Man is one Chriſt.” 

The remaining Articles need no particular 
Mestjon; and if thoſe we have been con- 
C ſidering 


to reconcile the Service and Offices of « 


fore us, which ſtood the great Bulwark at 


„The e Interpretations of the Athanaſian Creed in 


ſecond and ſubſequent prudently omitted. 
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Gdering have ſome Difficulty in them, it ſho, 
be remember d that they are upon the abQr; 
eſt and ſublimeſt Points of our Religion, 
other Creed: ſeem more eaſy, with referen 
to theſe Points, it is only becauſe they a 
more general, and deſcend not to ſuch a Þt 
ticular Explication. But for that very reaſ 
they are liable to this Diſadvantage, that WM" 
are ſooner evaded, and the true ſenſe of t 
explain' d away. And we ſaw by a late Attem 


Church with the Arian Tenets, that when th 
were almoſt all turn'd afide by too artful 
Hand, from their original Meaning; it y 
upon ſecond Thoughts *, judged too deſperdi 
an undertaking to tamper with the Creed | 


Preſervative of the Catholick Faith. No we 
der therefore that Arians and Sociniant, al 
the whole Rabble of Hereticks and Un 
lievers ſhou'd rail againſt it; the wonder 
that men of better Principles ſhou'd join tl 
Cry; aud upon very flight grounds ſnou d e. : 
deavour to defame an ancient and yaluat 
1 255 of the Faith, which they chemſely 


firſt Edition of Dr. Clarke's Scripture Doctrine, were in 


prof : 


L 

ofeſs.” to believe. One of their Exceptions 
been now conſidered; and to the other 
muſt ſay a word or two before I conclude. 
In the Second place then they ſay that they 
ike this Creed becauſe it is uncharitable, and 
clades every man from Salvation, who does 
it believe all the abſttuſe Points which it 
vatains. Now the Truth is, this Creed nei- 
er contains more, nor more abſtruſe Points 
Faith, than other Creeds do. With regard 
W two Articles, which appear to be of the 
j Eſſence of our Religion, it enters indeed 
to a more minute Detail, and is more par- 
cular in its Explications: But, I ſpeak it up- 
the Authority of -wiſe and learned men *, 
e Condemning Clauſes, as they are call d, do 
extend to theſe particular Explications, 
t are intended only to ſecure the general 
octrine. And it ſhou'd ſeem that there is 
vant of e Charity in e that ac- 


* 2 — 


„ umn, 
— — — 


The bene in 1689, Thirty eminent Di- 
des, appointed to review and correct rhe Liturgy, cloſe 
e Rubrick they had prepared in the following words, 
And the Condemning Clauſes (viz. in the Athana- 
jan Creed,) are to be underſtood as relating only to 
Thoſe who obſtinately deny the Subſtance of the Chri- 
ſian Faith,” And ſince them to the ſame purpoſe 
by. Huge, Dr. Bennet, Dr. Waterland, Dr. Randolph, 
. Thin. and others. 

cording 


[ 20 ] 


_ cording to the Terms of the Goſpel, it i; 
ceſſary that Chriſtians believe that there: 
Three Divine Perſons who are one God, aue 
that one of Them was truly made Man. in 
any Chriſtian pretends that he knows not thel 
Things, I would ask him, unto what the 
were you baptized? And what, or wol Nö 
Religion do you profeſs > Were you ſolem 
ly dedicated to the Honour and Service 
Three Divine Perſons? And do you c 
ſtantly worſhip them, offering up your PAH 
ers and Devotions directly to them, ſometim 
jointly to all, and ſometimes ſeparately t 
Each? And can you fay after this, that ye 
know not, or believe not, that Faith in the 
is any neceſſary Part of your Religion? Wh 
is, or can be, neceſſary in Religion, if it | 
not neceſſary to believe rightly concerning t 
very Object of your worſhip, and the Ge 
whom you adore? S6 again with regard t 
the Doctrine of Chriſt's Incarnation, will yc 
ſay that you believe in jeſus Chriſt, the S0 
of God, and that you hope to be ſaved thre 
Faith in his Blood? And can you with an 
Conſiſtency ſay at the ſame time, that t 
Doctrine of his Incarnation is a Point of litt 
Conſequence, or that the Belief of it is n0 
neceſſary to Salvation? Is not this to ſer Trutl 
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1Error, Belief.and Unbelief, upon an equal 
ot? And to make Religion and no Reli- 
on the ſame thing? If therefore theſe Do- 
ines belong to the Foundation of Chriſtia- 
ty, if you can make no Alteration in them, 


the cout altering the very Eſſence of this Re- 
vba ion, and changing it into ſome other thing; 
lemi eerein is the Creed to be blamed, becauſe it 


ares them to be thus eſſential to the Faith, 
d neceſſary to Salvation? The Creed lays 
wn a general Propoſition, that it is neceſſa- 
to believe the Chriſtian or Catholick Faith; 
Propoſition which might eaſily be proved, if 
y Chriſtian, who knows what he ſays, was 
rdy enough to deny it. It then gives a 
articular and Circumſtantial Account of Two 

feat Articles of this Faith, relating to the 
tinity and Incarnation. But if any man, 
erely for want of common good Capacity, 
not underſtand this Explication; the Creed 
ndemns him not, It condemns no Man's In- 
ppacity; it cenſures no Man's Ignorance, pro- 
ed that Tgnorance be not wilful; and then 
ought to be cenſured, becauſe it is without 
reuſe. For really theſe are Points of too 
Neat Conſequence to be neglected. In fhort, 
* Aar a in another Caſe, that” * 501 
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things ſoever the Lam ſaith, it ſaith 10 4 
who are under the Law; 1o in this Caſe, y 
things ſoever the Creed ſaith, it ſaith to the 
whom it may concern; to them, who may y 
derſtand it if they will; who want -neither t 
means of Inſtruction, nor Capacity to uſe il 
apply them; and whoſe Ignorance, or b 
belief, is owing to their own Neglect or b 
judices, that is, to their own Fault, And 
the Creed condemn ſuch men as theſe, it n 
I ſuppoſe be ſupported in doing ſo, both 
the Reaſon, of Manna. and the Goſpel 
Jeſus Chriſt, 
Men are apt enough to * indifferen 
matters of Religion, The better Sort of the 
indeed will practiſe the common Decencie: 
Life, and perform the Offices of Humaait 
Juſtice, and common Morality. They feelt 
good Effects of ſuch Behaviour, in the va 
and eſteem which it procures them; and t 
good Order and well-being of the world co 
not be preſerved without it. But one fon 
times finds even in Perſons of this Sort a w( 
derful Inattention, and a ſtrange Indifferend 
with regard to the firſt and moſt fundame 
tal Doctrines of their Religion, It might pl 
ſibly be with ſome view to this kind of Co 


duct, that the Compiler of the Creed infert 
1 


al 
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ut are called the Damnatory Clauſes. He 
« defirous to excĩite their Attention, and to 
iſe them from this unmeaning Slumber; to 
wince them that Something is to be be- 
red, as well as practiſed; and that in mat- 
x of this Importance men ſhould not trifle 
th God, and their own Conſciences, and 
between two opinionc. To this purpoſe he 
ares, that the Doctrines he endeavours to 
vlain are neceſſary to Salvation; becauſe he 
ght this Conſideration molt likely to make 
1 ſerious about them, and engage their 
tention to them. But the Cenſures, or 
mmnatory Clauſes, are truly and properly no 
nſures at all; but only general Declarations 
the Importance of the Doctrines, or Di- 
tions about them; and when explained, as 
neral Declarations muſt be, with proper AL 
rances and Exceptions, very conſiſtent both 
Truth and Charity. „He that will be 
wed,” ſays the Compiler, «muſt thus think 
ff the Trinity: Which tho it may ſound 


a WC h, and look like a Cenſure, is in truth no- 
renin more than good Advice; is no more in 
than if he had ſaid, I have now explained 
Doctrine of the Trinity in a ſound and 
odox ſenſe, and I would adviſe every Chri- 
a, who wou'd avoid all dangerous Errors 
in 


LE 
in this point, to think of it in this manner: 
that is willing to be ſaved, and upon that 
count deſirous to avoid all damnable Hereſy 
ita de Trinitate ſentiat, let him thus think 
the Trinity. 

This is his Advice, and as I cannot conch 
with better, it is mine: For tho Orthodo 
cannot cover, it may prevent, a Multitud 
Sins, Let us therefore hold this Myſtery 
the Faith in a pure Conſcience ; in Sincer 
of Heart, and in Righteouſneſs of Life: N 
in Hypocriſy, ' outwardly, profeſſing what 
do not inwardly believe, for the ſake of wor 
ly. Intereſt; nor in Unrighteouſneſs, as if 
right Faith wou d atone for a wicked Lif 
But let us add ta our Faith, Virtue ; ſo that 
may adorn the Doctrine of God our Seri 
things ; and that he that n of the contrary Þ 
mey be Hamed; "__ no onal thing to þ 


niſhment, occafion'd by ſome , en 
Diſcourſe of Hell Torments, . . 
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